CRFM signs

of Belize for partnership with Ice
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BELIZE CITY, Fri. [ec. 18, 200%

The Caribbean Regional Fisheries
Mlechanism (CRFM ), headguaniened in
Belize, on Friday sagned n memaraisdum
of wedersanding with the Liniversily of
Relize for collaboration o implemant
shioem-le acceleraled fisheries
wabning for managers across the
Caribbean

“Fir some timi now we have had an
imfiormal wosking relatsonship with the
Usiiversity of Belize and feel that the
timme i% right 1o upgrade asd formaliee
ikt relationship,” said Hugh Saul.
CRFM's executive ditector, at this
morming's signng s Beliss City. “The
memoranchum of understanding secks o
do that by establishing o framsewark for
coaperation in a number of areas,
imcluding leadership and management
development IFsming in marnee resource
assessmel wnd marsgement.”

Saiil rold Amaniali that among those
wh comld henefit firom the program are
senior fisheries officers, fisheries
directors and sdministrators, and
persannel from related arganizations

The mention s 1o belp them meel
challemges that management of
rescrces presents, while entering the
CARICOM Single Marker and
Econcmy ara and dealisg with climate
changn (ssues and a greater dirared Tor
Fish, which has sparked the seed For

e aguacaline.

“Herp is & project that fits hand-m-
ghovee with car whasle thinking, with our
whole effans, sasd Dr. Sanins Mahang,
prsident of the University of Belize.

The University, Mahung sald, has o
rakoe w Seaddership role in identifying and
responding 1o the developnsest weeds

and priorities of the country and. by
extension, of the region.

“Wie do thal throagh quality academic
programs,” he declared. “This is an
excellent examgile of how the University
of Belize through its research and
service programs esn respond o
wpientions of higher education. but also

im berma af helping with the analyss and
feeenulation of polickes,” be elaboraied.
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sigming of the MO today is critienl
T o the collaborstors for this project
are United Markons University and the
Uniwersity of Akurayri, botk located n
lceland

Thar Heidar Asgeirsson, deputy
program direcior at the Linied Matsons
Univwersity, Wold o newspaper thal they
have been working with CRFM for
sevennl years.

LB came isio the pictare when they
becaime terested in looking into the
possibility of develaping shor courses,
adapted from courses affered w leelind,
for presentation in Belize, since the
Caribbean Regional  Fisheries
Mechanism is headquartered in Belize.

The aren that Asgeirsson considers
ta be of high priority is fisheries
management. Most sincks in the world
are depleted due to exomssive fishing
pressure, and so offective fisheries

CRFM signs fisheries management
MOU with University of Belize

manggement is imporias, a3 well as
promoting aquacibure as @ means of
wainiaiming food secuority

Bdarsa Gongorn of 1he Belize Fisherios |

Diepartment is the s froms this country
t receive trimng in loeland throsgh the
parimership, he noteid. Gongom is doe
to complete his specialization in stock
asseasment in March 2000

According 1o Asgeirsson, they bape
1 df¥er three such sponsorshigs for The
next Few vears for prople from the
Carihbean.

D, Digriwindisr Knulsson, asistant
prafessor in the Faculty of Business and
Seience al the Linmversity of Akureyni in
lealand, says that they are helping o
develop the curriculam For shon-term
traiming 1o be affered 1o Caribbean
fisheries personnel starting next April.

Theere i3 # lon of emphasis on applied
and practical work, especinlly group
waork, which will give trainees the
apportunity 1o work in their own

Central Bank of
Belize, sconcemist in
the Rasearch
Dupariment Rasiel V.
Welles and Muman
Resources Officer
Clasdine W, Gordan.
Their parents, Chcar
anil Tomasita Velbos,
and Emil, Sr. and
Ywinne Caordon, alosj
with other relatives

4

and Friomds
congregated at the
new ITVET
Courtyard an

Froetown Road to
witness the official
wedding ceremany,
conducied by Pastor

=&

Hilfiard Crawford, Fallowed by & reception 1 the same venog in bonor of Mr. &
Wrs. Bl V. Viellos, Matron of Honor was Nicole Hughes, sister of the hride;
and Best Man was Manrigue Velkos, brother of the groom.

enviromment and soe what they need to
do to begome greater leaders, he
eplained,

Traimees, ol leasi 20 of them, will train
for a diploma certificatyon bn the S-day

course,

Knistzson hopes the program will be
susiaimable, and that UB will have
repented offerings for fisheries
persanmel of the Caribbean,
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